SAMPLE LESSON FROM WORDSMITH CRAFTSMAN

PART THREE: THE ESSAY

No student can escape THE ESSAY . Essays are everywhere: on tests, in the newspaper, in fat leather-bound volumes of
"Collected Works," in literature textbooks and magazines of every sort. High school and college students are continually
asked to read, analyze, and eventually write them. What's the big deal about essays?

An essay is the written expression of the author's thoughts, conclusions, or findings on any given subject. If that seems
too broad a definition, let's take a moment to consider what the essay is not.

¢ It's not fiction because an essay is based on the thoughts, experiences, and sensations of an actual person in the
actual world.

e It's not poetry because the ideas are not arranged in poetical form and do not rely on "poetical” language or imagery
for their impact.

e It's not a simple narrative because the ideas are structured around a more complicated form than mere sequence.

¢ It's not a news article or report because the overall tone is more personal.

e It's not a recipe, caption, resume, or instruction sheet, because at first glance it appears to have no practical
application!

But even with all these exclusions, essays can be about anything and run in length from a few paragraphs to many pages
(John Locke's Essay on Human Understanding covers two volumes!). The essay is excellent practice for all types of
writing and a great exercise for planning, organizing, and thinking.

Essay writing is more than a school exercise, however. Any written expression of your thoughts centered around a single
theme or idea can be considered an essay. Throughout your life, just such a written expression may be exactly what's
required to get you into the college of your choice, secure the job of your dreams, remove an obstacle from your path, or
change someone's mind about an important issue. In Part Three of this book, you will learn how to put together a
well-written essay.

Are you exited yet? Let's get started.
ESSAY STRUCTURE

Every piece of writing must have some structure or form in order to make sense. Picking your way through an
unstructured page is almost as difficult as finding a word in a dictionary that's not arranged in alphabetical order. Neither
would have much reason for existing. Fortunately, the basic form for an essay is so simple you can memorize it right
now. Here it is:

Introduction
Body
Conclusion

Think of it as a parade. First come the drum corps, the veterans with flags, the police car, or the high-stepping majorettes
with a banner—any or all of which will clear the street and capture the attention of the crowd. The body of the parade can
be two miles or two blocks long, and varied in color and pitch, but all of it moves in the same direction. Finally, a good
parade should wind up with up with a designated conclusion—usually a cleanup squad with "pooper-scoopers.” After they
go by, the crowd spills into the street, understanding that they will not be run over by a renegade float because the event is
over.

Within this basic outline of Introduction, Body, and Conclusion, aimost all essays can be classified according to four
familiar types: descriptive, narrative, expository, and persuasive.

Although you have learned to identify individual paragraphs as descriptive, narrative, expository and persuasive, classifying



